
Saviour or Self? 

 
Romans 6:1-14 What shall we say then? Shall 
we  continue  in  sin,  that  grace  may  abound? 
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death? Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death: that like 
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  should 
walk in  newness of  life.  For  if  we have been 
planted together in the likeness of  his death, 
we  shall  be  also  in  the  likeness  of  his 
resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him, that the body of sin might 
be  destroyed,  that  henceforth  we  should  not 
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that 
we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ 
being  raised  from  the  dead  dieth  no  more; 
death hath no more dominion over him. For in 
that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that 
he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 



but  alive  unto God through Jesus Christ  our 
Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 
Neither yield ye your members as instruments 
of  unrighteousness  unto  sin:  but  yield 
yourselves unto  God,  as  those that  are  alive 
from  the  dead,  and  your  members  as 
instruments  of  righteousness  unto  God.  For 
sin shall  not  have dominion over you: for  ye 
are not under the law, but under grace.  

 

Every believer can live victoriously over sin. 

Not sinless perfection but victory over sin. 

It is all made possible through the Cross. 

Most of the church has no clue about this. 

 

The Direction of the Modern Church 

Focus:  

The cross is ignored. 

Works become the focus. 

 



Object of Faith: 

Works take the prominent place. 

Performance becomes the object of faith. 

Power Source: 

Works the focus. 

Performance the object of faith. 

Self becomes the source of power. 

Religious activity, rules, ritual, duty 

The Holy Spirit cannot function here. 

Result: 

Guaranteed failure. 

Dominated by sin. 

 

God's Prescribed Order 

Focus: 

Christ and the Cross. 

 

1  Corinthians  1:23  But  we  preach  Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and 



unto the Greeks foolishness. 

 

Object of Faith: 

This is the finished work of Christ on the Cross. 

 

John 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received 
the  vinegar,  he  said,  It  is  finished:  and  he 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:17-18 For Christ sent me not to 
baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gospel:  not  with 
wisdom  of  words,  lest  the  cross  of  Christ 
should  be  made  of  none  effect.  For  the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is 
the power of God.  

 

1 Corinthians 2:2 For I determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified.  

 

 



Power Source: 

If our focus is right. 

If the object of faith is correct. 

The power source will be the Holy Spirit. 

He works only in the framework of the Cross. 

Without Him we cannot be victorious. 

 

Romans  8:1-2,  11  There  is  therefore  now  no 
condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the  Spirit.  For  the  law of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death. 11 But if the Spirit of him that 
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal  bodies by his Spirit  that 
dwelleth in you.  

 

Result: 

Following God's prescribed order brings victory. 

This victory can be continuous. 



We must obediently follow His voice. 

Sin then has no dominion over us. 

 

Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion 
over  you:  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but 
under grace.  

 

This order has been perverted by the church. 

Religion has replaced relationship. 

Missed the cross. 

Where do we stand? 


